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Condition of the masu salmon fishery in the Shou River analyzed by questionnaire

TAKAGI Shuuichi and TAGO Yasuhiko

A questionnaire postcard investigation was performed for all the member anglers who bought a
masu salmon Oncorhynchus masou masou rod fishing approval certificate for the Shou River in 2016
to manage the masu salmon resource in the Shou River properly and carry out fishing ground
management efficiently.

We sent a questionnaire postcard to a total of 237 certificate holers and had a response from 132
people (56%).

The average age of all certificate holers was the highest in their 40s.

Total catch of masu salmon was 135 individuals (132 people), and the number of fish per 1 angler
was 1.02 individuals.

When the whole certificate holers (237 people) were considered, a general catch was calculated
as 242 individuals. About half of anglers (49%) caught 0 individual.

The catch of masu salmon in the Shou River including a drift net and a casting net was calculated
with 733.6kg (255 individuals). The rod fishing catch accounted for 95.7% of the whole.

The average length of masu salmon caught by fishing was 58.7 cm, the average weight was 2.9 kg,
and the largest individuals were 71 cm , 4.6 kg.

There was a lot of requests about improvement in the river environment and to increase the masu
salmon resources. It was supposed that there was no natural spawning, the lowest river return rate
for this anadromous fish was estimated at 0.04%.

Because masu salmon resources do not only increase by stocking hatchery fish, the summer

habitat and the environment for spawning redds were improved.
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